



Meopham Parish Council

Minutes of meeting of Full Council held on

Tuesday, 5th March 2013 at 8.00 p.m. 

in the Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green
	Present:
	Cllrs Powell (Chairman), Wade (Vice-Chairman), Aitken,  Buchanan, Everson, Ferrin, Hasler, Kemsley, Rayner and McTavish

	In attendance:
	Cllr Mrs J Burgoyne, Cllr J Cubitt, Cllr B Sweetland, Ms S Steven (Deputy Clerk) and 1 member of the public.  


The Chairman welcomed the Borough and County Councillors and especially Cllrs Sweetland and Burgoyne who were attending their first meeting of Meopham Parish Council and members of the public.  
Item 1:
Apologies for absence
C.183    Apologies were received from Cllr Bramer (abroad), Cllr Marshall (transport difficulties), Borough Cllrs Mrs Boycott and Shelbrooke and Mr K Dare and Mrs G Willsher (Footpath Wardens).
Item 2:
Declarations of Interest:

C.184    Cllr Kemsley declared an interest in agenda item 8 as he was a member of the Appeals Committee.
On a proposal by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Hasler the Chairman suspended Standing Orders and invited Cllrs Mrs Burgoyne, Cubitt and Sweetland to speak on matters of interest.  All voted in favour.
The Chairman proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5a xix to require that the members of the public be excluded from the meeting as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business for agenda Items 3, 4, 5 and 6 only.  This was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention and the motion was approved. 
CLOSED SESSION

The Chairman proposed a motion pursuant to Standing Order 5 a vi to move the order of business of the published agenda to take the following items, along with 3, 4,5 and 6 for the reason of expediency:  12 (c) (the minutes of the administration and Resources Committee only).  This was seconded by Cllr Rayner.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 3:
Minutes of Previous Meetings
C.185    
Item 4:
Matters Arising
C.186    
Item 5:
To dispose of any business remaining from the last meeting 
C.187

Item 6:

To note and endorse the decision made by the Disciplinary Committee
C.188    
Item 7:
To confirm the Deputy Clerk assumes the role of Acting Clerk, Acting Responsible Financial Officer and continues as Proper Officer
C.189
Cllr Powell proposed the above motion and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 8:
To appoint an additional independent member to the Appeals Committee
C.190
Cllr Powell proposed a motion to appoint Mr Michael Taylor (Chairman, Borough Green Parish Council) as an independent member to the Appeals Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
Item 9:
To reconsider, agree and if necessary, appoint members of the Grievance Committee
C.191
Cllr Powell proposed a motion to appoint The Chairman and Vice Chairman of Council, and all Standing Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman and Cllr Marshall to the Grievance Committee and this was seconded by Cllr Wade.  There were six votes in favour and four against and the motion was approved.
Item 10:
To consider a motion by Cllr Powell to confirm that the appointment of Cllr Rayner as Investigating Officer was to an Office Under LGA 1972 Section 100 and 101

C.192
Cllr Powell proposed a motion to confirm the above appointment and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
C.193        Cllr McTavish proposed a motion to place this item into closed session and this was seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  There were 4 votes in favour and 6 against and the motion was not approved.
C.194
  Cllr Ferrin proposed a motion for reason of due diligence to postpone any decision for one month in order for legal advice to be sought regarding any financial implications and was seconded by Cllr Everson.  There were 4 votes in favour and 6 against and the motion was not approved.
Item 11:
Planning Applications

C.195 
The following planning applications were considered:

GR/13/0077 - 14/02/13: St Catherine, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0JJ. Erection of single storey rear extension to form a kitchen/dining room.                                                      Approval Recommended subject to neighbour consultation on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0099 - 14/02/13: Taralee, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HP. Erection of two storey front extension to form garage/store, lobby and porch at ground floor level with a bedroom at first floor level.                                                                                                                          

Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Aitken and seconded by Cllr Everson.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0109 - 14/02/13: Coach House, The Haven, Foxendown Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0BP. Conversion of five bay garage into a four bedroom residential dwelling.                                         Refusal Recommended in order to prevent sprawl in the metropolitan greenbelt.  If Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) were minded to approve this application the Parish Council would request that the development be conditioned so as to prevent the formation of a separate hereditament on a proposal by Cllr Hasler and seconded by Cllr Powell.  There were 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
GR/13/0142 - 25/02/13: Asvins, Heron Hill Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DT. Construction of first floor extension and new enlarged roof to provide three bedrooms and bathroom/wc in roof space.                                                                                                                            Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr Everson and seconded by Cllr Ferrin.  All voted in favour.
GR/13/0111 - 19/02/13: 3, Dormers Drive, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0ES. Erection of two storey side extension to form study and utility room at ground floor level with two ensuite shower room/wcs.                                                                                                                                                     Approval Recommended on a proposal by Cllr McTavish and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.
EWGS Application - Manor Farm House 30305 – English Woodland Grants Scheme for a small standard woodland

No comments to be offered on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.

C.196   Members noted that the following planning applications were to be considered by the GBC Regulatory Board on 13th March 2013:
GR/11/0822 - 30/09/11: The Robins, Heron Hill Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0DT. Application for variation of conditions 3 and 4 attached to planning permission reference number 20080813 (for continued stationing of a mobile home, one touring caravan, retention of two sheds, septic tank, fencing and landscaping) to either make the permission a permanent one or renew the permission for a further temporary period.                                                                                              
The Parish Council recommended approval for a 3-year temporary extension of permission only

It was agreed on a proposal by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Wade that the Parish Council would make no representation at the Board meeting.  All voted in favour.

GR/12/1057 - 24/01/13: Station Bakery, 3, Wrotham Road, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent, DA13 0HS. Change of use from Bakery (A1 Use Class) to Cafe (A3 restaurant)                                                               The Parish Council recommended refusal on the grounds of a) parking and traffic; b) nuisance to local residents; c) detrimental affect on adjacent retailers; and d) loss of an amenity
It was agreed on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Powell that Cllr Kemsley would address the Board.  All voted in favour.
Item 12a :
To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations made by Committees 

i)    To consider and respond, if appropriate, to the Rural Nomination Criteria for 
      Local Needs Housing
C.197     Cllr Powell proposed to delegate authority to the Acting Clerk to send the letter, at Annex 1, to GBC.  This was seconded by Cllr Hasler and all voted in favour.

ii)   To consider and respond, if appropriate, to the Vigo Neighbourhood Area 
      Designation Consultation
C.198     Cllr Powell proposed that no comments be submitted from the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Buchanan and all voted in favour.
iii)   To consider and respond, if appropriate, to the Kent Minerals and Waste Local 
       Plan:  Proposed Mineral Safeguarding Area
C.199   Cllr Kemsley proposed that no comments be submitted from the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Buchanan and all voted in favour.
C.200     Cllr Kemsley noted the following:

· The two bus shelters outside the secondary school had been cleaned and coated in anti-graffiti paint.  This had made a significant improvement to their appearance and graffiti could now be removed just with water.
· A new traffic island would be installed at the end of Dean Lane and white lines installed.
C.201  The proceedings, reports and recommendations of the Planning and Projects Committee were received, on a proposal by Cllr Kemsley and seconded by Cllr Buchanan.  All voted in favour.


Item 12b 

C.202   Cllr Wade, Chairman of the Environment and Amenities Committee, gave the following report:
·  Cllr Wade proposed a motion that the following grants be ratified by Full Council and this was seconded by Cllr Aitken:
· Meopham & District Footpaths Group - £300.00
· Kay’s Garden Campsite - £500.00
· 1st Meopham Scout Group - £750.00
· Culverstone Community Association - £500.00
All voted in favour and the motion was approved.
C.203      The proceedings, reports and recommendations of the Environment and Amenities Committee were received, on a proposal by Cllr Wade and seconded by Cllr Powell.  All voted in favour.


Item 12c

C.204-207   
Item 13:
To receive and consider reports from the Proper Officer

C.208
There were no reports to be considered.


Item 14:
To receive KALC Updates

C.209
 There were no updates.
Item 15:
 Financial Matters

C.210
The Committee:

a. Endorsed Cllr Rayner as an additional signatory on the Meopham Parish Council Bank Accounts on a motion proposed by Cllr Powell and seconded by Cllr Aitken.  All voted in favour.
b. Endorsed the re-earmarking of the proceeds from the Meopham Ball 2011 on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
c. Noted the end-year projections for the Meopham Parish Council accounts on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Kemsley.  There were 9 votes in favour and 1 abstention.
d. Approved the schedule of payments pursuant to Financial Standing Order 5.2 on a motion proposed by Cllr Rayner and seconded by Cllr Hasler.  All voted in favour.
Item 16:
To answer Questions from Councillors in accordance with Standing Order 8

C.211
   There were no SO8 questions.

Item 17:
To answer Press and Public Questions

C.212
 A resident enquired as to why the litter control in the 2013/2014 budget had increased significantly from 20/12/2013. The Chairman stated that the Parish Council were introducing a service agreement which would encompass the current and also additional works being undertaken.  As such it was anticipated that there would be a savings in other areas as a result.
Item 18:
To receive such communications as the presiding Chairman may wish to lay before the Council
C.213
 The list of correspondence that had been circulated was noted.

The meeting closed at 10.48 pm.
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